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Welcome to our autumn
newsletter
Another busy period over the summer, which has been
fantastic.
Five local residents have now joined our Partnership
Board making us a solid team of ten! We are keen to
have young people involved so if you know anyone or
are a young person, and want to be a part of the future
for the Pimlico Million area, please get in touch
info@thepimlicomillion.org.uk.
The easing of lockdown in July meant that our office has
been open 1-2 days a week for local residents to pop in
and share ideas or find out about what we are doing.

COMMUNITY NEWS
AND AUTUMN
HIGHLIGHTS

MEET A LOCAL PIMLICO
RESIDENT
Best regards Jason Williams,
Chair of Pimlico Million
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GRANTS
We are delighted to announce that in July we awarded grants to 14 local projects and
individuals to engage residents and the community in a variety of activities - make sure you
contact them directly to get involved!!
Abbey Centre - Healthy Baking
Citizen's Advice - Digital skills
Health and social care - to support safeguarding of older residents within Pimlico and
Churchill Gardens
Make it Happen - Parenting course
Open Age - 'New beginnings' and 'Food for Thought'
Peabody Avenue and Close - COVID-19 Memorial Garden to create a living testament to
residents impacted by the pandemic
Sports4Health in Churchill Gardens - Young Bangladeshi sports and social group
St Andrew's Club - Basketball
St Gabriel's Hall - Scouting Ahead
St Vincent's Family Group - dental hygiene for 0-5 year olds
Thamesbank pottery project - free workshops to residents in Peabody Avenue
Thamesbank – Encouragement through the Arts and Talking Arts Sessions (ETAT)
The Magic of Thinking Big - young people's project to build confidence
'Translations' - local artist Julie Bloom will translate emotions and experiences with
people have had during the pandemic into a piece of abstract art

IN THE NEWS: STAFFING UPDATE
On 28th August, Claire Smith (Strategic Manager) will move on to pastures new. The work that
she supported Pimlico Million with over the last 11 months has been fantastic and holds us in
good stead for the years ahead. We wish Claire every success in her new role.
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Pimlico Musical Foundation: invite you to a special ABBA-themed evening of singing for all ages
and abilities. Enjoy favourites such as Dancing Queen, Mamma Mia, and Waterloo, all led by
their inspiring director Leanne Sedin. No preparation is needed, just take your best singing
voice and get ready to channel your inner Björn!
The session will start with some simple warm ups, then Leanne will teach you some easy choral
arrangements of your favourite ABBA classic hits. You'll finish the evening with an informal
performance of everything you've learnt.

Tickets are pay-what-you-want, starting from as little as £1:
https://pimlicomusicalfoundation.org.uk/event/abba-singalong/
Leanne Sedin is a choir director, composer, singer and workshop leader. She trained as a Music
Leader with Spitalfields Music, and has delivered projects with ENO Baylis, London
Contemporary Voices, The Space, and the East London NHS Foundation Trust. She runs her own
community choir, Sing Tower Hamlets, and as a singer she has performed with numerous highprofile artists including Imogen Heap, Laura Mvula and Amber Run.

South Westminster Action Network (SWAN): Pimlico Million are delighted to continue to fund
the SWAN project for the next year. This is facilitated by the Abbey Centre bringing
community members and service providers together (in meetings held on a quarterly basis) to
encourage joint working, better communication, improved services and quality of life for
communities in south Westminster. The network promotes improved health and wellbeing
outcomes in south Westminster by addressing the determinants of health in the area. They
also regularly share information via the SWAN Email Bulletin. For more information regarding
SWAN and upcoming meetings, please Email: enquiries@theabbeycentre.org.uk or
Tel: 020 7222 0303.
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It’s that time again! Silver Sunday is on the horizon and Open Age has been asked to put
together to coordinate activities for Kensington and Chelsea.
They are keen to encourage you to host an activity in celebration of Silver Sunday. As in
previous years, RBKC is looking to promote a range of free activities for residents aged 65+
across the borough.
After the last 18+ months, older people have, like so many, been greatly impacted by the virus.
They have seen first-hand how the pandemic exacerbates challenges the older population
already face. Joining Silver Sunday activities may represent a significant first-step for older
people, who they hope will eventually go on to engage with their older local community.
This year, Silver Sunday will be on 3rd October, with a week of free activities running from
2nd October 8th October in a variety of venues.it would be great to have you on board!
Activities can be part of your regular programme, or a special one-off event. Please note, there
is no funding available to cover the cost of this work. With this in mind, some providers may
wish to undertake a bespoke event for Silver Sunday, while others may find it easier to open
up their existing programme of services free of charge, for taster sessions, in the hope of
attracting future attendees.
If you think this sounds interesting, but would like to know more, you can find the Silver
Sunday info pack and provider toolkit at https://silversunday.org.uk/organisers/resources/.

For more information, please email silversunday@openage.org.uk
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Come and see us: If you haven't been to
see us yet - please pop along and find
out more about what we are up to. If
you have ideas, we would love you to
share them and see how we can work
together - whether you are a local
resident or community group... it's all
about partnership working and grant
funding the right projects.

AUTUMN HIGHLIGHTS
We are now starting to live with the 'new normal' and
adjusting each day and week to changes and measures
that are in place. What has become so apparent is how
resilient human beings are. It is wonderful to see people
venturing out and engaging in activities - As things open
back up, including the projects that Pimlico Million have
funded, the horizon is looking bright! We are still very
aware that there remain huge challenges for many and
we are funding projects which aim to help and support
reducing social isolation and loneliness. Please feel free
to get in touch if you would like our support
info@thepimlicomillion.org.uk

Ebury by Fat Macy's: Feeling peckish?
Want to refresh your palate and meet
some friends or just have time out ...
Visit the social enterprise restaurant at
Ebury Edge and enjoy the space in the
courtyard! Marina O’Loughlin recently
reviewed Ebury in the Sunday Times
Magazine. She described it as “a mellow
place to hang. I could imagine hours
spent happily over a few glasses of
catarratto or vermentino and excellent
drinking snacks [like] savoury
doughnuts: fat, fried leavened buns

Churchill Gardens event... on Saturday 28th August
Westminster City Council are hosting a fun-filled
event on Churchill Gardens Estate, 12-4pm. Make
sure you turn up and have some fun ... we will be
there - please visit our stall, have a chat, just say
hello and grab some freebies!

stuffed with herby elastic cheese”. And
explained why their work with trainees
is so important: “Young people in
hostels find themselves trapped:
benefits restrictions not permitting
them to work enough hours a week to
save for a deposit, especially in
London’s swollen rental market.”
Drop by or book at eburyrestaurant.com
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Meet Tech-Lu, a local resident
Each newsletter we will be inviting a local resident to share what they love about the area
and to tell us what they bring. I caught up with Tech-Lu on warm July morning, outside his
home at Peabody Avenue, with his Bengal cat, Bruno and the array of beautiful flowers.
Here he shares why he loves Pimlico.

Pimlico is a very diverse area with a good community and network. The
people are friendly and supportive, especially Westminster Cathedral
Primary School and our church Holy Apostle. I have always loved the
Pimlico area and how easily accessible other parts of London area from
here including, St George's Square Park, Battersea Park and the new
development in Ebury Bridge.
My three children are very happy here and also love the area. Their
school is within walking distance and we often go to the parks for family
time and activities.
I am very passionate about gardening. It is very good for wellbeing and it
can help to improve mental health just through being outdoors. It is also
good for the whole family - helping us to connect and personally for me,
helping me to relax and reduce stress. Plants are so good for the
environment so it is a real 'win-win' activity! I spend as much time as I
can planting flowers and herbs outside our home.
Right now, there isn't a place I would rather live!

Get involved! Partners to join the board
Do you have some time, one evening a month, to sit on our board and help make really
important decisions as a local resident of the Pimlico Million area? Are you passionate
about your community and know what needs to happen to make it a better place to live?
We are particularly keen to hear from local young people and residents of BAME
communities. If you live in the catchment area then please do get in touch and we can
give you the fuller details on the role: info@thepimlicomillion.org.uk

Want to keep updated and share your ideas and experiences? Prefer this newsletter in
hardcopy? Please let us know by emailing the team at info@thepimlicomillion.org.uk

